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THE MACHRIS BRAZILIAN EXPEDITION 

ENTOMOLOGY: Gelastocoridae (Hemiptera) from Central Goias 

By E. L. Todd 1 

The Gelastocoridae discussed in the following account were taken 
on an expedition sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice A. Machris and 
Mrs. Maybell Machris Low during the months of April through June, 
1956. The field work was conducted under the direction of the Los 
Angeles County Museum and through the auspices of the Museu 
Nacional do Brasil. 2 

Gelastocorid material collected in central Goias by members of the 
expedition totaled 78 specimens. Five species are represented. The 
collection is deposited in the Los Angeles County Museum. 

Gelastocoris nebulosus (Guerin-Meneville) 

Galgalus nebulosus Guerin-Meneville, Iconographie du Regne Animal de B. Cuvier, 
pt. 7, 1844, p. 351. 

Seventy per cent of the specimens (51) were of this common, widely- 
distributed, South American species. Specimens were from the fol¬ 
lowing localities: 67 km. N. Porangatii, June 6, 1956, A. Carvalho, 3 
males; 48 km. S. Peixe, June 1, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 1 male and 6 females; 
20 km. N. Sao Joao da Alianga, April 13-16, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 5 males, 
8 females and 1 nymph; 24 km. E. Formoso, May 16-25, 1956, F. S. 
Truxal, M. and P. Machris, 9 males, 17 females and 1 nymph. 


1 Falls Church, Virginia. 

2 See: THE MACHRIS BRAZILIAN EXPEQ 
Systematics of the Notonectidae (Hemipter 
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Gelastocoris angulatus (Melin) 


Montandonius angulatus Melin, Zoologiska Bidrag Fran Uppsala, Band 12, 1930 
(prepublished 1929), p. 169, figs. 32, 33. 

Six specimens collected from the following localities: 24 km. E. 
Formoso, May 19-26, F. S. Truxal, 1 male and 2 females; 34 km. S. 
Amaro Leite, May 30, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 1 female; 20 km. N. Sao 
Joao da Alianya, April 21, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 2 females. 


Nerthra terrestris (Kevan) 


Mononyx terrestris Kevan, Annals and Magazine Natural History, 11th series, vol. 
14, No. 119, 1948, p. 813. 

One male and one female were collected among the roots of orchids, 
24 km. E. Formoso. The male was taken May 19, 1956 by F. S. Truxal 
and the female May 17, 1956 by A. Carvalho. 


Nerthra ranina (Herrich-Schaffer) 


Mononyx raninus Herrich-Schaffer, Die Wanzenartigen Insecten, vol. 9, 1853, p. 28, 
fig. 896. 

Specimens collected in two localities as follows: 24 km. E. Formoso, 
May 25, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 5 males, 1 female and 3 nymphs; 20 km. 
N. Sao Joao da Alianca, April 16, 1956, F. S. Truxal, 1 female. 

The two females are slightly aberrant in that the groove which 
extends from the emargination of the last visible abdominal sternite 
is not as long as in most females of this species. 


Nerthra buenoi Todd 


(Fig. 1 A-B) 


University of Kansas Science Bulletin, vol. 37, pt. 1, No. 11, 1955, p. 365, fig. 82. 

This species is the smallest of the known species of the family. 
Four specimens, 2 males and 2 females, were collected by sifting 
leaf mold, May 19, 1956, 24 km. E. Formoso by F. S. Truxal and A. 
Carvalho. Except for the type (a female), these are the only specimens 
of the species in collections. This fact necessitates further descriptive 
comment about the species. 

As these two females are slightly larger than the type and as the 
males were previously unknown, a restatement of size is indicated. 


Type 
Female 
4.2 mm. 


Referred Specimens 


Length 


Width of Pronotum 2.6 
Width of Abdomen 2.7 


2 Females 
4.6 mm. 
3.0 
3.0 


4.1 mm. 

2.7 

2.7 


2 Males 


4.2 mm. 
2.8 
2.8 



